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win, because the French people would make any other
sacrifice rather than diminish their military strength.
In Germany the attempt has been going on for thirty
years to establish constitutional government with parlia-
mentary institutions. The parts of the German system
are at war with each other. The Emperor constantly
interferes with the operation of the system and utters
declarations which are entirely personal. He is not
responsible and cannot be answered or criticised. The
situation is not so delicate as in France, but it is exceed-
ingly unstable. All the desire of Germans for self-govern-
ment and civil liberty runs out into socialism, and socialism
is repressed by force or by trickery. The conservative
classes of the country acquiesce in the situation while
they deplore it. The reason is because the Emperor is
the war lord. His power and authority are essential to
the military strength of the State in face of its neighbors.
That is the preponderating consideration to which every-
thing else has to yield, and the consequence of it is that
there is to-day scarcely an institution in Germany except
the army.
Everywhere you go on the continent of Europe at
this hour you see the conflict between militarism and
industrialism. You see the expansion of industrial power
pushed forward by the energy, hope, and thrift of men,
and you see the development arrested, diverted, crippled,
and defeated by measures which are dictated by military
considerations. At the same time the press is loaded
down with discussions about political economy, political
philosophy, and social policy. They are discussing pov-
erty, labor, socialism, charity, reform, and social ideals,
and are boasting of enlightenment and progress, at the
same time that the things which are done are dictated
by none of these considerations, but only by military